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Editor’s Note: It is a challenge within a newsletter format to highlight all the ways Michael touched us. 

In this issue we have focused on a compilation of memories and personal reflections about Michael’s 

remarkable life within the Anglican Church of Canada, the City and Province as well as the office of 

Governor General and Lieutenant Governor, particularly the Protocol Office and the Royal Tours of 

Saskatchewan. 

We know that our readers – Michael’s friends, colleagues and family – will have your own memories 

that you would like to share. We want to hear them. You are encouraged to participate in the creation of 

a memorial book that will be retained at St. Paul’s Cathedral. This book will contain the countless 

numbers of your memories, stories, comments and / or photos. Whether you send them handwritten, 

typed or scanned, please send them to Angie at wa3f@sasktel.net or to the St. Paul’s Cathedral office. 

Targeted publication date for the memorial book is February 2023. 

Angie Friedrich, Editor 

 

ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 

The Very Reverend Michael Sinclair, Dean of Qu’Appelle, 2011 – current 

There are very few details to do with St. Paul’s Cathedral that don’t have 

something to do with Michael Jackson. He was our organizational dynamo, 

preparing intricate plans for services with corresponding seating and movement 

charts, with personalized copies for every participant that highlighted their 

individual parts. He was our constant editor and fail-safe set of eyes, making 

available his time and expertise for everything from letters and articles to 

Sunday bulletins. He was dedicated to the multiple generations of servers 

formed here under his direction. Michael was always prepared and expected 

those around him to be as well. He strove for and often achieved excellence. It is always possible to 

make a mistake; with Michael’s planning it just became much more difficult to do so. 

This edition of Cathedral Calling is dedicated to the memory of Michael Jackson 

June 10, 1940 – November 23, 2022 

mailto:wa3f@sasktel.net
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The Very Reverend Michael Sinclair cont’d 

The gift he offered this Cathedral in his devotion and service, played out in thousands of Sunday services, 

and tens of thousands of hours in between, will forever shape who we are and how we do things. There 

is much to miss about him. But the thing I miss the most is his friendship. For a man who loved a detailed 

list and completing the tasks assigned to him, I’d dearly love to have the chance to cross off more 

conversations, friendly debates, the challenge and thrill of planning services with him, or witnessing the 

pure joy he took in his family.  

Michael changed much about this place for the better. I am a much better person for the gift of knowing 

him. 

 

The Right Reverend Helen Kennedy, Bishop of Qu’Appelle, 2022 - present 

Average leaders raise the bar on themselves; good leaders raise the bar for others; 

great leaders inspire others to raise their own bar - Orrin Woodward. 

 

Michael Jackson certainly inspired me to “raise my own bar” when it came down to 

church liturgy. As the longest serving deacon in Canada, he had years of liturgical 

experience to share with me; this was something I very much appreciated. 

Michael was one of the first people to contact me upon our arrival in Saskatchewan asking for my 

thoughts on the consecration service. I had no thoughts - and so he took the time to sit with me and 

together we worked through the details of the service. That attention to detail helped to make that day, 

even though we were restricted in so many ways due to covid, a wonderful and meaningful celebration 

for me and those who were watching online. 

His incredible knowledge of the Diaconate and passionate dedication to Koinania also made me sit and 

take notice. He was a diligent teacher and mentor for anyone who wanted to learn about diaconal ministry 

and has furthered the profile of the Diaconate across the Anglican Church of Canada and beyond. 

Having a professional background in protocols, came out in how services were prepared for, planned 

and executed. The attention to process, correct placement of all persons and things 

was second to none. It was with an obvious love that he performed these duties 

in the Cathedral. 

Finally, he was able to bring all of the partitions of his life together to serve 

the person he admired and respected most in this life - Her Majesty Elizabeth 

II. Michael was once again called upon to do right by Her Majesty and he did it 

exceptionally well, as we honoured Canada’s Monarch in her death.  
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The Right Reverend Helen Kennedy cont’d 

In raising my bar, I researched how this man and all of his achievement are to be correctly addressed. 

So, Dr. The Reverend Deacon Canon Michael Jackson, you will be dearly missed. I grieve that I have 

not had the time to know you better and learn all that I can from you. I sense the incredible gaping hole 

you leave and will do my best to care for those around you.   

Into God’s arms we send you, with our love and gratitude for having you in our lives. May you rest in 

peace, and you will most certainly rise in glory. 

 

Trevor Powell, Canon, St. Paul’s Cathedral, Part I 

According to the Diocesan Clergy Register, David Michael Jackson was ordained to the diaconate on 

June 5th, 1977, at St. Paul’s Cathedral, Regina by his father, Archbishop Frederic Jackson. As a friend, 

I was honoured to be Michael’s sponsor on that red letter day as he began his spiritual journey as one of 

God’s servants.  

Over the next 45 years, Michael became very much involved in the planning and implementing of change 

in the life of this Cathedral serving under a number of bishops and deans. Liturgy, worship and music; 

mission and ministry to the Community of St. Thomas and the resort church of Katepwa; outreach 

programs to Regina’s homeless and hungry, and to First Nations people; to the military; and ecumenical 

relations. Michael, to varying degrees, was involved in all these Cathedral initiatives. Rather than write 

a chronicle of his accomplishments, I will focus on two areas in which Michael made a significant and 

lasting impact on this cathedral and diocese: liturgical reform (Part I) and development of ecumenical 

relations (Part II). 

Part I: Liturgical Reform 

Prior to ordination, Michael had spent much of the previous 15 years in France 

following graduation from Trinity College, Toronto. Michael studied French at 

the Universite de Caen, Normandy and later earned a Doctorat-es-Lettres in 

French literature from that institution. While there, he became actively involved 

in the Caen Anglican Chaplaincy and assisted in its services to the small 

community. He told me that he gained a deeper insight and understanding of the 

role of liturgy in worship and over time became interested in the growing number 

of contemporary liturgies that were being developed across Europe. 

In 1973, St. Paul Pro-Cathedral had been granted full-cathedral status. From his experience in Europe, 

Michael believed that the use of a contemporary liturgy, in addition to the traditional Book of Common 

Prayer, would allow the Cathedral to show greater leadership in worship. Modern liturgy was not new 

to the Diocese as the Synod had approved the use of The Qu’Appelle Liturgy a decade earlier. However,  
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Trevor Powell, Part I cont’d 

the new rite was not well received by members of this and other congregations. While some felt the 

contemporary liturgy refreshing and constructive, the majority found it confusing and threatening.  

Deacon Michael sat on an ad-hoc liturgical group which recommended to the Dean and Wardens that 

varied forms of liturgy and increased congregation participation be introduced into Sunday worship. 

Drawing on his European experience, Michael persuaded the group to experiment with several 

contemporary liturgies. Out of that shared experience came the recommendation that the Cathedral use 

the Church of England Series III liturgy of the Holy Communion as an alternative to the Prayer Book 

Eucharist on specific Sundays. In making the recommendation, the group had come to the conclusion 

that Anglicans must be open to innovation and change in seeking God. The group did not have to 

convince Dean Duncan Wallace. Over the next several years, liturgical experimentation dominated the 

agenda. 

With an organizer and educator like Deacon Michael, Vestry made informed decisions on a variety of 

worship patterns, service times and new forms of worship. By 1982, the new 3rd Canadian Eucharist had 

replaced the Church of England Series III as the contemporary liturgy to be used at St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Cathedral, 100th Anniversary, June 27, 1982 

L to R: Deacon Michael Jackson, Dean Duncan Wallace, 

Reverend William Sewell, Archbishop Michael Peers, 

Deacon Barbara Huston, Reverend Andrew Watson 

Michael Memories 

Advent Service of Lessons and 
Carols, December 5, 2021 
Thanking the servers and choir for 
their work for the service 

Harvest Service, October 9, 2022 
Reading the Holy Gospel with Sub-
deacon, Tannis Patterson 

May 19, 2013 
Wearing new red robes made 
by Merrilyn Dubreuil of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral Altar Guild 
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Anglican Church of Canada  

The Most Reverend Linda Nicholls, Primate, Archbishop of Anglican Church of Canada, 2019 – 

present 

A pivotal moment in the gospels occurs when Jesus asks the disciples - 'But who do you say I am?'  

I am reminded of that moment as we think about Deacon Michael 

Jackson, for the legacy of our lives is heard in what others remember and 

tell about us. From politicians to clergy and bishops, I have heard of a 

man of faith and grace. He is honoured by his colleagues for the quality 

of his work as a protocol officer of excellence to his work in the Diocese 

of Qu'Appelle as the longest serving Deacon in the entire Canadian 

church. Both roles are ones of service to the wider community and the 

Church, quietly present on the margins but essential!  

As Michael is now commended into God's keeping, we hear God's affirmation - 'Well done, good and 

faithful servant!'  

 

Right Reverend Robert Hardwick, Bishop of Qu’Appelle, 2012-2021 

Michael was a highly respected colleague. He was passionate in his co-chairing, for many years, the 

Anglican and Roman Catholic ecumenical committee, an outstanding aide to Cathedral and diocesan 

worship, an enthusiastic master of ceremonies, and a prophetic advocacy for the 

vocational diaconal. His attention to detail, well directed rehearsals and much 

appreciated aide memoir worship notes were a great help to me, and to many, and 

certainly contributed to exceptional worship. Above all Michael made an 

outstanding contribution to the vocational diaconate in the diocese of 

Qu’Appelle. 

It was both an honour and great privilege to make Michael a Canon of the 

Diocese and to nominate him for an emeritus, Doctor of Divinity, granted by the 

University of Emmanuel and St Chad, for his distinguished ministry, outstanding 

ecumenical service, and extraordinary example, and advocacy for, the vocational 

diaconate in the Diocese of Qu’Appelle, the Anglican Church of Canada and the 

Anglican Communion. Ordained to the vocational diaconate in 1977, Michael was the longest-serving 

deacon in the Anglican Church of Canada, a canon of the Diocese of Qu’Appelle and honorary assistant 

at St. Paul’s Cathedral, Regina.  

I give thanks to God for Michael, for his friendship, his support and gospel orientated ministry. May 

God bless him, his family and the Province and Church he so loved. 

 



 
 

 
 

~ 6 ~ 
 

CATHEDRAL CALLING, Special Edition 

Right Reverend Eric Bays, Bishop of Qu’Appelle, 1986-1997 

Patricia and I were shocked to hear the news of Michael's death. We had not known of his health 

problems, and in both of our memories, Michael always seemed to be a picture 

of activity and health. His passing must be a heavy blow for Helen and the 

children to bear. May they all know the compassion and strength of our faith 

that is always there for God’s people, and may Michael know the reward of a 

good and faithful servant. 

Michael and I remained friends even when we disagreed over the nature of the 

diaconate. At that time his vision of the work was, I thought, too “church 

facing” as the British say, as distinct from a “world facing” stance. I imagine Michael probably widened 

his understanding since the 90s and I know he has written about that. In any case, we remained friends, 

and I was grateful each time I worshipped at the cathedral and saw how well the liturgy was handled. I 

know much of that experience was due to Michael’s training of the liturgical team. 

We will pray for Michael’s family, for the cathedral parish, and for the diocese, as you say goodbye to 

this faithful and respected member of the Church of Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Memories 

June 10, 2012 
Wearing his medals 

Lighting the First Two Advent Candles, December 15, 2019 
with Dean Mike Sinclair and Mava Markesteyn 

Assisting with Eucharist, April 17, 2022 
Michael’s granddaughter, Saleena Jackson, 
Dean Mike Sinclair and Patricia Henneberg 
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Ecumenical Work 

Trevor Powell, Canon, St. Paul’s Cathedral, Part II 

Part II: Ecumenical Relations  

As far back as 1978, successive Deans of Qu’Appelle had emphasized the importance of ecumenism at 

St. Paul’s Cathedral. Our patronal festival, the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul (January 25), which 

falls in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, has served as an excellent means 

of fostering such togetherness. Throughout his ministry, Michael did not just 

advocate, but also sought greater commitment and co-operation through dialogue 

and concerted action among Christians and those of other faiths. Ecumenical 

relations, however, is not limited to a yearly special service. There were other ways 

in which we could and did come together to work and pray – feeding programs, 

“Prayer for Peace in the City” gatherings, shared places of worship, to name just a 

few.  

Until recently, Deacon Michael had served as Anglican co-chair of ARCCIC – the 

Anglican-Roman Catholic Covenant Implementation Committee. Flowing from the 

signing of the Covenant by the Bishop of Qu’Appelle and the Archbishop of Regina in 2011, the 

Committee is working to develop joint parish initiatives and outreach which are an integral part of the 

Covenant. With respect to members of this community of St. Paul, I close with a quote from our late 

friend and colleague, Michael:  

“Our worshipping community at St. Paul’s Cathedral is ecumenical: we have always 

welcomed members from a number of faith traditions as well as Anglican. We learn 

from each other, as we pray together that Christ’s Holy Catholic Church may indeed 

be truly one.”  

May we, as Anglicans, pray and work together to carry out with the work that God’s faithful servant, 

Michael, has set before us.  

 

Most Reverend Donald Bolen, Archbishop of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Regina 

Deacon Michael Jackson has been a good friend to the Roman Catholic community for 

many years and he will be dearly missed. A natural ecumenist, with a sincere interest in 

the people and practices of other churches, he was a key figure in the development of the 

original Covenant between the Diocese of Qu'Appelle and the Archdiocese of Regina. 

We worked closely together on that covenant and it was a beautiful thing to recognize 

that the growing relationship internationally between Anglicans and Roman Catholics 

also had a local history. Michael's father was the Bishop of the Diocese of Qu'Appelle at 

the time of the Second Vatican Council and he and a couple of my predecessors had close working  
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Most Reverend Donald Bolen cont’d 

relationships whose friendship fostered closer ecumenical relations. We were continuing in that tradition 

and taking it a step forward. I always found it life-giving interacting with Michael and deeply appreciated 

his commitment and the energy he brought to making the real but incomplete communion between our 

churches was something that was tangible and could be celebrated. 

Deacon Michael assisted us extensively as we implemented a 

permanent diaconate in the Archdiocese. Together with the 

Anglican-Roman Catholic Covenant Implementation 

Committee and his co-chair Susan Klein, Michael established 

parish twinning across our dioceses, planned joint workshops 

for lectors and acolytes, and promoted an ecumenical vision of 

churches walking together in mission. Susan describes his 

enthusiasm as contagious. She wrote: "I am thankful for his abilities as a strong detail man, a man who 

knew his beliefs, someone who respected another person’s ideas and was more than willing to run with 

them." 

Michael's ecumenical interests came to fullest expression in his passion for diaconal ministry. As our 

two churches have sought to restore the ministry of deacons, Michael has helped us to learn together 

how this ministry continues to serve the mission of the one church. He graciously agreed to present to 

our deacons in formation, where he has offered a history of the diaconate to each cohort. His regularly 

updated essay on the diaconate and his extensive network of deacons from numerous churches has given 

us a profound sense that our efforts to restore the permanent diaconate are part of a larger historical 

movement.  

Brett Salkeld, Archdiocesan Theologian for the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Regina 

Michael had a unique gift for holding strong opinions in a way that was not threatening to those who 

disagreed and that invited healthy engagement rather than discouraged it. I am thinking, in particular, 

about his views on abolishing the transitional diaconate. This was important to him and he had a 

considered and vigorous view on the matter, but he was always able to present it in such a way that those 

of us with other views felt challenged and engaged rather than attacked or misunderstood. It was a 

pleasure to have a disagreement with Deacon Michael! There are not many people you can say that 

about. He was one of a kind. 

I worked with Michael to plan and host an international conference on the diaconate in 2018. Its 

remarkable success was due, in very large part, to Michael's energy, enthusiasm, and expertise, not to 

mention his unmatched connections in the worldwide (or at least English-speaking) ecumenical world 

of diaconate. He was, as always a delight to work with. How he got so much done, so well, while having 

so much fun, I wish I knew. 

We give thanks for the life and ministry of our friend, Deacon Michael Jackson. 
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Office of the Governor General and Lieutenant Governor / Protocol Office 

Right Honourable David Johnston, 28th Governor General of Canada, (2010 – 2017) 

I remember Michael Jackson with much admiration and affection. Our 

most frequent collaborative opportunities came about through Michael's 

outstanding leadership of the Institute for the Study of the Crown. He 

led, with distinction and patience, a series of important research 

endeavours and publications to help Canadians understand 

comprehensively and wisely our unique form of government - 1000 

years of constitutional history of our constitutional monarchy.  

I often ask young people what percentage of the world’s population lives in a fully functioning 

democracy. The answer surprises many. According to the Economist Intelligence Unit, the number is 

8.3% with Canada standing in the top five countries in the world along with Iceland, Norway, Sweden,  

Greetings on behalf of Holy Rosary Catholic 
Church, January 26, 2020 
with Deacon Eric Gurash, Holy Rosary Cathedral 

Michael Memories 

Consecration Service for Bishop Robert 
Hardwick, March 2, 2013 
Introducing Reverend R. Andree at Holy 
Trinity Roman Catholic Church, Regina 

February 2, 2020 
Servers Michael trained: Claire Henneberg, 
Mark Mydelski, Zachariah Chase, Graeme 
Henneberg 
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Right Honourable David Johnston cont’d 

New Zealand, Canada being the only one of those as midsize on 

the world stage. We enjoy that status as a consequence of careful 

stewardship of our democratic institutions.  

Michael was such a true and faithful steward. His legacy lives on 

and serves all Canadians. 

 

The Honourable Lynda Haverstock, C.M., S.O.M., Ph.D., LL.D, Lieutenant Governor Of 

Saskatchewan, 2000 - 2006  

D. Michael Jackson - Who was this accomplished man?  

Dr. Jackson had an unwavering devotion to everything he held 

dear: his beloved family, the Crown to which he dedicated so 

much of his life, pride in his country, his favourite province and 

her citizens, and his incomparable connection to his Church.  

Michael epitomized the highest of 

standards in every single initiative he undertook. By any measure, he was 

the consummate professional. He took tremendous care to write each 

word perfectly when describing an individual who was to receive an 

honour and revelled in his ability to do so in both official languages.  

He was governed by unique characteristics, especially his desire to do 

things as perfectly as possible and we were the beneficiaries. Quite simply, we 

were all enhanced by his excellence. How fortunate we were. 

 

Carolyn Speirs, Executive Director and Private Secretary, Office of the Lieutenant Governor 

D. Michael Jackson was chief of protocol for the Government of Saskatchewan from 1980 to 2005, 

coordinated 10 royal tours for the province and established the 

provincial honours program. Appointed Commander of the Royal 

Victorian Order by Queen Elizabeth II in 2005, he was also a Member 

of the Saskatchewan Order of Merit and lived in Regina. Jackson was 

the longest serving deacon of the Anglican Church of Canada as well 

as an invaluable member of St. Paul’s Cathedral and a faithful servant 

of the Diocese.  
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Carolyn Speirs cont’d 

Michael Jackson was author of The Crown and Canadian Federalism (2013); co-editor of The Evolving 

Canadian Crown (2012) and of Canada and the Crown (2013); and editor of The Canadian Kingdom 

(2018) and Royal Progress (2020). He is a Commander of the Royal Victorian Order, Member of the 

Saskatchewan Order of Merit, and recipient of the Canadian Forces’ Decoration. In 2021 he was awarded 

the Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers for his role in the Institute for the Study of the Crown in Canada. 

He was a Fellow of the Institute.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D. Michael Jackson 

Michael Memories, Royal Visits 
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Saying Farewell 

Jim Melville, Warden, St. Paul’s Cathedral 

While I contemplate this contribution to our special edition of Cathedral 

Calling, I find it very difficult for two reasons. First, how can I sum up Michael 

and his devotion to St. Paul’s, the Diocese of Qu’Appelle and the Anglican 

presence in Saskatchewan in a relatively short reflection? Second, as someone 

who had great respect for Michael and someone who considered him a good 

friend, it is an emotional time.   

Michael was a perfectionist. Michael was a communicator. Michael wanted 

everybody and every event to be the best they or it could be. My first recollection of Michael was a 

Saturday in Advent in the early 1980’s. In those days the Sunday School put on a pageant, the little kids 

were sheep, angels and shepherds 

The oldest ones narrated the pageant from the pulpit. This year it was 

two young ladies about 12 years old as narrators. Michael was working 

with the on enunciation, speaking clearly and slowly so everyone could 

hear and understand the story. I was fascinated watching him work with 

those young people, firmly but with care and humour. The narration 

for the pageant on Sunday morning was perfect. 

Michael loved working with young people in the parish. He included 

them in every aspect of the worship service. He asked and respected their opinions and suggestions. He 

patiently trained them to work through the ranks of the servers’ guild, from boat boys and girls to head 

servers and many graduated to become confident Sub-Deacons, working alongside Deans, Bishops and 

Archbishops. These confident young people, upon occasion, gently steered the 

celebrant in the right direction during services, so it was Michael Jackson 

perfect. 

Through Michael’s tutelage, St. Paul’s has also produced two or three 

generations of young people that have grown up to be confident and excellent 

public speakers. Michael looked with pride and awe on the accomplishments of 

the now adults that were trained by him in public speaking and in taking responsibility for important 

activities. 

Michael’s influence touched every aspect of life at St. Paul’s. From meeting with the choir prior to 

services to go over the chants that would be used, to his careful organization of liturgical assistants 

(always ensuring that they knew exactly what was expected), to his strong opinions that were often 

clearly expressed to the wardens of the day, to his love of the Cathedral and his desire to make it well 

known in the community and to the best it could possibly be.  
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Jim Melville cont’d 

We know many of the things that Michael did in and around the church but every day we discover things 

that Michael just quietly accomplished. Michael was unique, Michael was a character, Michael was 

friend. Above all, Michael was a proud Deacon, assisting at worship and manifesting the church in the 

world, by example, helping to make us all better Christians. 

Thank you, Michael, we will miss you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Memories 

December 2016 
Saleena Jackson talking about why we light Advent Candles, 
Ella Wood, Adrian Chevalier 

April 23, 2011 
Easter Vigil with 
Liam Hawes 

March 13, 2016 
Introducing the new boat girl, Saleena Jackson, Dean 
Mike Sinclair and Madeleine Bowen as Thurifer  

Evensong, December 9, 2019 
Prayer before lighting Advent wreath with 
Zachariah Chase, Mark Mydelski, Deacon Susan 
Page, Dean Mike Sinclair (back) 
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Closing 

A very special thank you to all people who submitted their thoughts, reflections and memories for D. 

Michael Jackson. For some, the process of putting those words onto paper was difficult, but through 

that process perhaps some comfort was also achieved.  

Thank you, Margaret Ball, for all the wonderful photos. Your continued diligence to capture the 

history of St. Paul’s through photos is most appreciated, but your excellent record keeping of those 

photos is just as much appreciated. 

It is not with intention should there be an error of names within this memorial newsletter. Please 

advise if an error has occurred for future accuracy. 

A regular issue of Cathedral Calling will be published in January 2023. 

St. Paul’s Cathedral Contact Information       

 
Mailing address:   1861 McIntyre Street 

REGINA SK  S4P 2R2 

Telephone:     (306) 522-6439 

Email:    office@stpaulsregina.ca     

Website:     www.stpaulsregina.ca 

Facebook:   https://www.facebook.cm/StPaulsAnglicanCathedralRegina 

 

October 2022 
Photo taken by 
Dean Mike Sinclair 
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